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1. The Curriculum: What do we teach, when and how?
In EYFS the children will develop an understanding of the world around them. They will achieve this by learning through experiences that introduce the concept of time and change.  While reading stories teachers will ask, “What happened next?” and look at sequences of events.  
From years 1-6, History is taught as a discrete subject with each year group studying two/three units over the year.  Our long term plan, derived from The National Curriculum on a one year rolling programme is, as far as possible, is taught in chronological order.  The five key strands (chronological understanding, range and depth of historical knowledge, interpretations of history, historical enquiry and continuity and change/cause and consequence/similarity/difference/significance), run throughout the years.  These show how prior learning is built into our curriculum.  Key vocabulary goes alongside this to aid teachers planning.


2. What would you see in the classroom?
There is a consistent approach to the teaching of History at St. Paul’s.  Class teachers decide on the appropriate grouping for children so they can all access the lessons as well as make progress.   Despite different unit coverage, History lessons comply with our Quality Teaching and Learning Policy.  Units begin with subject specific, child friendly, knowledge organisers which are shared in History subject exercise books.  Our school focus will see DEAL strategies being incorporated as a way to bring lessons to life and promote connections.  Where appropriate, vocabulary is displayed alongside examples of children’s work to celebrate their achievements and understanding.  A key feature of Historical learning is revising and applying prior knowledge. Key concepts are threaded throughout the long term plan, allowing for repeated encounters that help children to build on prior learning.   


3. SEND and Inclusion
There are 5 Historical areas of learning that are taught and these should be accessible to all children regardless of ability. To ensure children with SEND progress within lessons, teachers work to remove barriers to learning. Key vocabulary taught in lessons will be displayed and discussed. Children will practise reading words and discussing their meaning regularly throughout the course of their unit. This could also mean providing children with vocabulary scaffolds, supporting children’s speech and language targets or using images or drama (DEAL activities) to make conceptual connections.  To ensure all children’s needs are accommodated, adaptations are made when planning. In addition, children are provided with opportunities to contribute to school-wide policy in History through pupil voice.


4. How do we know how children are doing? How do they know themselves?
Assessment is carried out continuously throughout History units.  At the start of each unit, teachers gain an understanding of what children already know.  Misconceptions can be addressed and lessons adapted to suit the level of understanding.  Questioning is key to gaining an understanding of the subject with feedback being crucial to building confidence in children.  Knowledge organisers can be used as an aid memoir tool as they involve key questions as well as having the key learning children should know by the end of the unit.  Planned sticky knowledge activities help consolidation with children learning more and remembering more.  The five key strands that run throughout History are used to support assessment.  By the end of the summer term, subject specific tracking grids are completed for all year groups before being analysed.  








5. Challenge in the curriculum
The progression document at St. Paul’s ensures consistent provision throughout the key stages.  In addition to this, children are provided with the opportunity to develop their skills further through open ended questioning and are encouraged to develop enquiring minds that are able to question sources and their validity.  Participating in discussions, sharing their own ideas and opinions develops greater insight into the study of History.  DEAL activities are used as an opportunity for children to put themselves in real world situations and can also challenge them to adapt their way of thinking.  High expectations result in presentation of their work being representative of their Historical knowledge and understanding.  




6. Cross-curricular and enrichment
There are a plethora of opportunities for cross-curricular links for History.  Although History is taught as a discrete subject at St. Paul’s, where ever appropriate subject links are carefully considered and planned in order to enrich and develop the curriculum.   In addition to our yearly units, the school calendar allows us to incorporate special days and cultural events such as Remembrance Day and Bonfire Night being marked both in worship and class.  The Year 4 Residential visit is also linked to the study of Romans.  Cross curricular activities and enrichment is a driver to include all children in the experiences that History can offer, bringing the subject to life and giving it more meaning to those children who may not otherwise engage. 
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