
St Paul’s C of E Primary School Nursery  Literacy and Topic Curriculum Overview 
 Autumn One Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

Topic Me and my Family People Who Help 

Us 

British Woodland 

Animals 

Fairy Tales Animals around 

the World 

Down on the Farm 

Key Text 

The Gingerbread 

Man by Mara 

Alperin 

Outcomes: Oral 

retelling following a 

Story Mountain. 

Sequence pictures on 

a Story Mountain 

Three Billy Goats 

Gruff by Mara 

Alperin 

Outcomes: Oral 

retelling following a 

Story Mountain. 

Draw and Sequence 

pictures for a Story 

Mountain 

Owl Babies 

Outcomes: Oral 

retelling following a 

Story Map. 

Draw pictures showing 

beginning, middle and 

end in a Story Frame. 

Know who the 

characters are in a 

story. 

 

Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

Outcome: Retell the 

story through song 

(Jack and the 

Beanstalk, Singing 

Sherlock) 

Draw pictures 

showing beginning, 

middle and end in a 

Story Frame. 

Describe the setting 

of a story. 

Dear Zoo 

Outcomes: Oral 

retelling following a 

Story Map. 

Draw a simple story 

Map. 

To talk about how a 

story can be changed. 

Teacher to model 

innovations of text. 

The Little Red Hen 

Outcomes: Oral 

retelling following a 

Story Map. 

Draw a simple story 

Map. 

Describe the 

characters in a story. 

 

Additional and 

Supportive Texts 

You Choose by Nick 

Sharratt 

The Family Book and 

The Feelings Book by 

Todd Parr 

Be Gentle, Play 

Nicely by Regina 

Miller 

The Colour of Us, by 

Edward Miller 

Non-fiction books 

about People Who 

Help Us 

Percy the Park-Keeper 

stories by Nick 

Butterworth 

Goodnight Owl, by Pat 

Hutchins 

 

 

Non-Fiction 

Animals at Night, by 

DeAugustine 

 

Snow White, by John 

Joven 

That’s not my 

Dragon, by Fiona 

Watts 

Cat and the 

Beanstalk, by 

Charlotte Guillain 

 

Range of Fairy Tales 

Elmer and Grandad 

Eldo, by David Mckee 

One Night in the Zoo, 

by Judith Kerr 

We all went on 

Safari, by Laurie 

Krebs 

Jungle, by Andy 

Elkerlon 

 

The Three Little Pigs 

Farmer Duck, by Colin 

Waddell 

Mr Grumpy’s Outing 

by John Burningham 

The Noisy Noisy 

Farm, 

by Stephanie 

Stansbie 

 

Non-Fiction 



My Body, by Sue 

Barrowclough 

Head to Toes, by 

Zita Newcome 

 Life Cycles of a 

Chicken, by Ruth 

Thompson 

 

Understanding 

the World 

Geography 

 
 

What type of home 

do we live in?  

 

Who are the people 

who help us in our 

town Brinnington? 

 

What other nocturnal 

animals live in our 

British Countryside 

and Woodlands? 

 

 

 Naming and 

describing animals 

from different 

countries 

Look at pictures of 

the countryside and 

farms.  Note the 

environment of a 

farm, fields, space, 

and nature.     

Understanding 

the World 

     Science 
 

Naming facial and 

body features 

 

Pushes and Pulls 

(exploring forces 

through indoor and 

outdoor play) 

 

Autumn Walk – using 

our senses to 

explore the natural 

world and spot the 

signs of Autumn. 

 

Create a whole class 

Winter Weather Diary 

 

Make Bird Feeders 

Spring Walk – using 

our senses to explore 

the natural world and 

spots the signs of 

Spring. 

 

Planting bean seeds. 

 

Learn the names of 

baby animals born in 

the Spring. 

 What food do farms 

produce?  

Understanding 

the World 

     History  

 

 

Who is in my family?   Looking at features 

of castles in the UK 

 

 

 How has farm 

machinery changed?                           

Look at horses and 

ploughs and modern 

day tractors. 

PSED Routines and 

Feelings 

Friendships and 

Relationships 

Considering their 

feelings and others 

Staying Safe Managing care 

needs and Keeping 

Healthy  

Independence and 

Resilience 

Expressive Arts 

and Design  

Art 

Access to Art 

Paint Self-Portraits 

 

Painting to Music 

 

Access to Art  

Wax crayon 

rubbings 

     

 

Access to Art 

Clay Hedgehogs  

Access to Art 

Observational 

paintings of flowers 

 

Access to Art 

Building bug hotels 

 

Painting Animals 

Access to Art 

Playdough fruit and 

veg heads 

 



Footprints and 

handprints 

 

Painting people who 

help us 

Expressive Arts 

and Design  

DT 

Design and bake a 

Gingerbread Man 

  Junk Model Castles Make a split pin 

moving animal 

 

Expressive Arts 

and Design  

Role-Play 

Home Corner 

Birthday House 

 

Doctor’s Surgery 

 

Percy the Park 

Keeper’s Hut 

 

Fairy Tale Castle 

Small World Castle 

Jungle Farm Shop 

Expressive Arts 

and Design  

Music and 

Movement 

Painting to Music 

Singing Nursery 

Rhymes and Action 

Songs 

 

Playing a steady 

beat and explore 

loud and quiet 

sounds on 

percussion 

instruments 

 

Singing Christmas 

Songs 

Snow is Dancing, by 

Debussy 

(Listen and move to 

the music, add 

metallic instruments 

for snow and ice 

effects). 

 

Singing Jack and the 

Beanstalk Song, 

adding actions and 

accompanying with 

sound effects on 

musical instruments. 

 

Play long and short 

beats on musical 

instruments to 

create simple 

rhythms. 

Play steady beats and 

simple rhythms 

following a simple 

graphic score based 

on , The Little Red 

Hen 

WOW! WOW! Visit from a 

baby! 

Visits from people 

who help in our school 

and local community 

 

 WOW!  Easter Bonnet 

Parade 

 

 Farm Visit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


