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Intent, Implementation and Impact for Religious Education at 
St Paul’s C of E Primary School

Intent
The intent of our RE curriculum is to engage, inspire, challenge and encourage our children, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to answer questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.
Our children will learn to weigh up the value of wisdom from different religions, in order to develop their own ideas, values and identities. In doing so, they will develop a respect and appreciation for people of different faiths and no faith.
Our work together is underpinned by our identity as a Christian (Church of England) school, and is shaped by our ten school values that are inspired by the life of Jesus, and are shared by many faiths.
We want our children to know how Religious Education promotes discernment and combats prejudice in our multi-cultural society, preparing them for adult life, employment and life-long learning.

Implementation

We use the Stockport Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education as the basis for our curriculum and this covers the following religions:

· Christianity
· Islam
· Judaism
· Hinduism  
· Humanism

From the syllabus, it is required that:-
 
· In the Early Years Foundation Stage, the learning outcomes are referenced to Christianity and as appropriate to a range of other beliefs and cultures. 
· KS1 – Christianity, Islam and Judaism is studied, with an emphasis on Christianity.
· KS2 – Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and Humanism is studied (and two other principal religions in some depth)

There are no presumptions made as to the religious backgrounds and beliefs and values of the children and the staff. However, as a church school, we put greater emphasis on the teachings of Jesus and the Christian faith and refer back to Christianity regularly, when teaching about other faiths.  We value the religious background of all members of the school community and hope that this will encourage individuals to share their own experiences with others freely.  All religions and their communities are treated with respect and sensitivity and we value the links, which are, and can be made between home, school, and a faith community.  Members of the local church, St Luke’s, are now regularly visiting our school to carry out assemblies. We also receive extra support from the Christians in Schools trust to enrich our learning through assemblies and class-based activities. 

Religious Education is generally taught on a weekly basis, but is sometimes delivered through a class topic or as a whole-school Inter faith week. Teachers may develop their own key questions linked to the themes in the syllabus, allowing links with other subject areas where appropriate.

Lessons are planned and delivered in a variety of ways, ensuring that all children can access and participate in lessons. Interactive, practical activities encourage the children to discuss their ideas and extend their understanding of difficult concepts and challenging questions.
 
Pupils’ progress in RE is tracked and recorded, based on the expected outcomes outlined in the Agreed Syllabus, whilst also bearing in mind that the statements do not cover all aspects of teaching and learning in RE. For example, pupil’s personal views and ideas are not subject to formal assessment, and yet are central to good RE.
 
Progress in RE is reported annually to parents and has a prominent position in the end of year report.



Impact

Religious Education at St Paul’s develops pupils’…
· knowledge and understanding of, and their ability to respond to, Christianity, other principal world religions, other religious traditions and world views;
· understanding and respect for different religions, beliefs, values and traditions (including ethical life stances), through exploring issues within and between faiths;
· understanding of the influence of faith and belief on individuals, societies, communities and cultures;
· skills of enquiry and response through the use of religious vocabulary, questioning and empathy;
· skills of reflection, expression, application, analysis and evaluation of beliefs, values and practices, and the communication of personal responses to these.

Religious Education at St Paul’s encourages pupils to…
· consider challenging questions of the meaning and purpose of life; beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human;
· understand the influence of religion on individuals, families, communities and cultures;
· learn from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions while exploring questions of meaning and their own beliefs;
· learn about religious and ethical teaching, enabling them to make reasoned and informed responses to religious, moral and social issues;
· develop their sense of identity and belonging, preparing them for life as citizens in a plural, global society;
· develop respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are different from their own.


Religious Education at St Paul’s enhances pupils’…
· awareness and understanding of religions and beliefs, teachings, practices and forms of expression;
· ability to reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith and ethics and to communicate their responses.

Religious Education at St Paul’s offers…
· opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development.
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